[Cholesterol ester increases the permeability of erythrocyte membrane].
The effect of cholesteryl palmitate on erythrocyte membrane permeability for K+ and hemoglobin was studied. Cholesterol ether was incorporated into the erythrocyte membrane by liposomes containing cholesteryl palmitate and lecithin or by dispersion of cholesteryl palmitate. It was shown that cholesteryl palmitate considerably increases permeability of the erythrocyte membrane for K+ and hemoglobin. The leakage of K+ and hemoglobin from red blood cells is not accompanied by cell destruction.